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Things Which I Have Observed. 

That education inclines to good manners. 

That ihe best informed minds are leaBt inclined 
to find fault. 

That the more respect people have for culture 
and refinement the better Christians they are. 

That uncouthnjsa and pride go hand in hand. 

That refinement is not religion in itself, bat gi ves 
to it great influence. 

That those who are opposed to a salaried min- 
istry generally give the least to what they call a 
supported ministry. 

That many church members spend more for to- 
bacco than lor the mission cause. 

That when times are hard preachers are among 
the greatest sufferers. 

That the "widow's mite" is among the most 
scarce commodities on eaith. 

That many church member* "first seek" the 
world, seemingly, believing that heaven will be 
"added." 

That novels are read more than good and profit- 
able literaiue. 
That "that you tickle me I tickle you." 

That many people join church us a matter of as- 
sociation rather than of principle. 

That some people have just little enough re- 
ligion to act more polite and kind toward the 
preacher than toward the mason. 

That men are inclined to predetermine without 
giving heed to thought and investigation. 

That some men are so lull ol sectarian prejudice 
that every church method employed by other sects, 
with them is wrong — yea utterly -wrong. 

That too many argue their ease by simply say- 
ing it is so and I know it. 

That kindness blended with truth generally 
wins. 

That great and good men are the most abused 
while they live, but afterwards bccime the luster 
of history. 

That originality takes better with the most of 
the readers of the Evangelist than "Sel." does. 

That tn fret over the past is useless. 

That "Nosam" is a good writer and that 
many would like to know who he is. 

That holding a successful revival meeting among 
a lukewarm membership is uphill business. 

That "distance lends enchantment" especially 
in a preacher. 

That few men are apt at everything. 

That the men who say, "111 were rich I would 
give much," never or at least seldom get rich. 

That a good organizer is needed in many breth- 
ren congregations. 

That many men who prefer to be opposed to an 
"eddieated" ministry make the biggest blow around 
when an educated preacher is coming. They then 
want everybody to come to meeting to hear the 
"smart preacher." 

That the more I write about my observations 
the more there seems to be to write. So I'll 
"cut short" for the present. But if the editor don't 
want any more of my observations he must not 

print them. W. J. H. Bauman. 

Mokbill. Kan. 


Luther on Preachiug. 
For moving eloquence in the pulpit no one ex- 
celled Luther. He not only knew how to preach, 
but he could tell the secret to others. One defect, 
he observes, may eclipse numerons gifts in a 
preacher. "Dr Jusius Jonas has all the good vir- 
tues and qualities a man may have; yet merely be- 
cause he bums and spits, the people cannot bear 
that good and honest man." Let a preacher stick 
to his text, and not ramble: "A preacher that will 
speak everything that comes in his mind is like a 
maid that goes to market, and, meeting another 
maid, makes a stand, and they b«>ld a goose mar- 
ket." lie dispised the hunger for applause. "Am- 
bition is the rankest poison to the church, when it 
possesses preachers." "Cursed are all preachers 
that in the church aim at high and loud things, 
and neglecting the saving health of the poor un- 
learned pcepte, seek their own honor and praise, 
and therewith to please one or two ambitious per- 
sons. When I preach, I sink myself deep down. 
I regard neither doctor nor magistrates, of wbom 


are here in this church above forty; but I have an 
eye to the multitude of young people, children, 
and servants, of wnom are more than two thous- 
and. I preach to these, directing myself to them 
that have need thereof. Will not the rest bear 
me? The door stands open unto them; they may 
begone." "An upright, godly, and true preacher 
i.! in n Id direct his preaching to the poor, and sim- 
ple sort of people, like a mother that stills her 
child, dandles, and plays with it" "When they 
come to me, to Melancthon, to Dr. Pomtner, etc , 
let them show their cunning, how learned they be: 
they shall be well put to tbeir trumps. But to 
sprinkle out Hebrew, Greek, and Latin in their 
public sermons Havors merely of show," 

Geo. P. Fisheh. 


Peace at Home. 

It is just as possible to keep a calm house as to 
keep a clean one, a cheerful, orderly house, as a 
furnished house, if the heads set themselves to do 
so. Where is the difficulty in consulting each others' 
weaknesses,as well as each others! wants; each oth- 
ers tempers, as each others* character? — Oh! it is 
by leaving the peace at home to chance, instead of 
pursuing it by system, that so many homes are 
made unhappy. 

It deserves notice also, that almost any one can 
be courteous and patient in a neighbor's house. 
If anything goes wrong, or be out of time, it is 
made the best of, hot the worst; even efforts are 
made to excuse it, and show it is not felt; it is at- 
tributed to accident, not to design; and this is not 
only easy but natural, in the house of a friend. — I 
will not, therefore, believe that what is so natural 
in the house of another, is impossible at home, but 
maintain without fear that all courtesies of social 
life may be upheld in domestic societies. 

A husband is willing to be pleased at home, and 
as anxnms to please as in his neighbor's bouse ; and 
a wife as intent on making things comfortable 
every day to her family as on set days to her guest's 
could not fail to make their own home happy. 

Let ua not evade the point of these remarks by 
recurring to the maxim: "Allowances for temper." 
It is worse than folly to refer to our temper, unless 
we can prove that we have ever done any good by 
giving away to it. Fits of ill-humor punish us 
quite as much, if not more, than those they are vent- 
ed on; and it actually requires more effort, and in- 
diets more pain, to repent of onr wrongs than 
would W requisite to avoid them. — Selected. 


A Shock ing Admission. 
"A young man who bad been trained up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord, but had gone 
astray, and was living far from good and holy influ- 
ences, ft It his great difficulty to be that he knew the 
Bible almost all by heart, and that be believed every 
word of it to be true, but how to apply it to him- 
self he did not know. After a long and solemn con- 
versation he deliberately said: 'I cannot feel 
anything but that I am on my way to hell ; I do 
not feel the way to be saved, but I will do what 
you say, "Take God at His Word.'' ' Since that 
night he has found Jesus Christ to be a glorious 
Savior, and he has brought one of his companions 
to the meeting who also found Christ , and has 
given striking testimony in the open air to the 
power of- God to save unto the uttermost." 


thou shalt be in position to make proof of all the 
wealth of thy promised land — the laud that flows 
with milk and honey — as thou proceedest to live, 
noi only soherly, but righteously and godly Only 
let us take heed lest it should be said of tbee or 
me, "We sec that they could not enter in because 
of unbelief." — Selected. 


Submit and Commit. 
I read in a friend's book not long ago, an extract 
which commenced with the following words : "The 
longer I live, the more profoundly am I convicted 
that the all in all of Christianity may be summed 
up in two words — "submit and commit." Truer 
words have seldom passed from human pen ; and 
this is the great lesson that grace by her gentle 
discipline teaches, and that the will of man has to 
learn. — iSitbmit-ceiim first from thy rebellious self- 
assertions, and next from thy thy proud efforts to 
correct and amend thyself; and then imwHIlil OUt 
thyself into the hands of omnipotent love. Claim 
it ol the- new Adam that he dwell within thee, ac- 
complish, as he has undertaken, what thou canst 
not do, and regutate in peace and harmony, under 
bis scepter, the once jarring and conflicting forces 
ol nature. So shall there indeed be a great calm, 
a stillness, a rest within thy uncreated heart, and 


Leaven. 

Leaven in olden times was used where yeast is 
employed to-day to give to bread its light porous 
structure. The essential principle of each is the 
same. If any substance containing sugar be 
moistened and kept at a warm temperature, a new 
vegetable substance called torula, the yeast plant, 
is formed amidst its decomposition. Under the 
microscope the otherwise invisible plant shows its 
cells linked in branching network ttuough the fer- 
menting mass. And so intense is its life power 
that, when an atom of it is added to the fresh and 
fermented flour, it directly decomposes the sugary 
matter in it, converting part of it into gas which 
swells the solid doughy mass into the light grate- 
ful porous bread. But it requires the beat ol the 
oven to destroy the vitality of the yeast cells, 
which, otherwise, would reduce to putrefaction the 
whole mass. It is the intense self producing pow- 
er of these yeast cells that supplies the Lord with , 
his illustration. 

A little leaven leaveneth the whole mass. It 
only needs one atom, one germ of this microscopic 
leaven plant to create another. The mult ipli cation 
goes on at least from a thousand points till the 
whole mass is leavened, and, but for the crusting 
heat of the oven, the mass would turn to loathe 
some pestilent corruption. The microscope in 
these days has thrown something like a romance 
of terror round human life. It has revealed to us 
the secret of many diseases, of all fever and epidem- 
ic ailments. The air is laden with the germs of 
tiny living creatures ; we eat and drink and breathe 
them continually. Every stagnant pool, every 
rolling mass, every uncovered drain is pouring 
forth a host of foes more terrible in their ravages 
than rifle and sword to man. You brush the dust ' 
from the room of a fever patient, and put it under 
the magnifying lens, and the practiced eye detects 
the seeds, literally the seeds of contagion and fever 
infection. And from the jungles of India, and the 
ill' drained purlieus of European cities swarm up 
the legion of destroying cholera and typhoid fever. 
It is the minuteness of these plague-seeds that 
constitute them such resistless foes. We breathe 
them, but so long as our life is vigorous, we live 
them down. But there comes a moment when we 
are weak or chilled or faint, or vitality is lowered by 
fear, or we inhale them in mastering numbers, and 
then we are down before the foe. Could we see / 
their hostile ranks, we might sooner contrive to 
elude them. But waking, sleeping, strong or weak 
they lie in wait resistless as yet through their ob- 
scurity and number. What a terrible illustration 
of sin! 


Little minds are tamed by misfortune, and great 
mind rise above it. 

While few are qualified to shine in company, it 
is in the power of most people to be agreeable. 

The comforts we enjoy here below are not like 
the anchor in the bottom of the sea that holds fast , 
in a storm, but like the flag upon top of the mast 
that turns with every wind. 

It is no great matter to live lovingly with good 
natured, humble and meek persons; but he who 
can do so with the forward, wilful, ignorant, pee- 
vish and perverse, bath true charity. — Ki;m i-js 

If all the labor of God is to bring sons into glory, 
lifting them out of the abyss of evil bondage up to 
the rock of his pure freedom, the only worthy end 
of life must be to work in the same direction — to 
be a fellow- worker with God. — The Vioab's 
Daughter. 

"Oh, come and dwell in me 

Spirit of power within, 
And bring the glorious liberty 
From sorrow, fear, and sin ; 
The seed of Bin's disease, 

Spirit of health, remove, 
Spirit of finished holiness, 
Spirit of perfect love." 


t 


